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CHAPTEE II
DIRECT INTERFERENCE  OF THE  STATE WITH LABOUR.
THE manner, occasion, and degree in which the State may interfere with the industrial freedom of its citizens is one of the most debatable and difficult questions of social science. Existing legislation, which all allow to be necessary, obliges us on the one hand to look upon such interference as justifiable in certain circumstances; more general considerations lead us to look upon freedom as the normal state. There is a wide intervening tract, where the line of demarcation is very differently drawn by different thinkers. The question arises, moreover, whether the matter is not one which must be decided according to circumstance of time, place, history, and national character.
It might perhaps be expected that we could learn a good deal about labour legislation from the English Statute Book, which now covers in almost unbroken continuity an interval of 650 years. There is no want of such legislation in that great book; in fact, there is over-abundance, and we may learn something from the failure and futility of much that has been enacted by English Parliaments. But the great lesson which we learn, and it is an impressive one, is that legislation with
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